[Intracochlear placement of cochlear implant electrodes in soft surgery technique].
It is commonly accepted that the intracochlear placement of the cochlear implant electrode is potentially damaging to the hearing rests which may exist. Consequently, cochlear implants have been recommended for totally deaf ears only. The question has been raised whether or not it is possible to preserve residual hearing during intracochlear implantation through extremely careful surgical techniques. Experience has shown, that the cochleotomy of the scala tympani anterior to the round window niche, careful preservation of the fibrine endost layer and the use of Healon are amongst the surgical procedures described which may assist in retaining the rest function of the inner ear. These observations which are discussed in detail suggest that the experienced surgeon can effect preservation of residual hearing for patients who cannot derive significant benefits from conventional acoustic amplifiers.